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During the 2006 academic year the English Department continued to provide the first- and second-year stu-
dents with training in the four major language skill areas, and we were able to increase the number of seminars of-
fered by the Department to five. One important event in the 2006 academic year was the establishment of a new
committee] The Committee for the Promotion of Medical English Educationl tasked with providing NMS students
and staff with increased and enhanced opportunities to learn English. Naturally, the English Department has been
playing an active role in this committee's activities. One innovation directly affecting the 1st-year syllabus is the re-
quirement from the 2007 academic year that all entering students achieve a score of 450 on TOEFL-ITPO a mock
TOEFL exam( during their first year. The test was given on a voluntary basis to around 30 NMS students in No-
vember last year to confirm its suitability for our students.

New materials were developed for the introductory academic writing course for the first-year studentst] English
B[ and the students' writing was analyzed in an attempt to clarify the transfer process from Japanese-style writ-
ing into English. A paper on this topic was published in The Bulletin of Liberal Arts & Sciences, Nippon Medical
School. Pedagogical research was also carried out into the use of literary materials in general education programs.

The identification and classification of the mistakes that commonly occur in Japanese students' English writing
was again the main focus of our linguistic research [ part of this is scheduled for publication in June this year. The
Department was involved in the revision of a previously published high school oral communication textbookO the
revised version was published in time for use during the 2007 academic year( and in the production of a high
school writing textbook to be published next year. We also assisted in the compiling and editing of materials from
the American Heart Association's annual conference in Chicago, lllinois in November, 2006 for the benefit of Japan-
ese researchers unable to attend the conference.

Literary research continued into" Body, Medicine and Culture,” with a focus on the theme of old age. A study
was also carried out on Maria Edgeworth's depiction of the ideal landlord in her Irish novels, as was further re-
search into the genre of the Big House novel.
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