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The English Department's syllabus for the 2002 academic year included, as usual, training in the four major lan-
guage skills. In the writing component, instruction was given in academic writing skills, focusing on hormone dis-
rupting chemicals. Seminars were given on literature and media English, and the second-year students were offered
a series of lectures on “ Body and Medicine in 18th- and 19th-Century British Literature” and on Shakespeare's
Romeo and Juliet.

The department continued to pursue both linguistic and literary research and contributed to several publica-
tions in the 2002 academic year. In the linguistic field, the published work focused on English grammar and usage
T particularly in relation to the topic and subject in passive constructionslJ and communicative skills. In the latter
area, a contribution was made to a government-approved textbook for the Oral Communication | component of the
high school curriculum. We also cooperated in the collection and editing of materials from the American Heart As-
sociation's conference in Chicago in November, 2002.

The department's involvement in research into “ Body, Medicine and Culture” continued. This research fo-
cused on the description of the female body and motherhood in Maria Edgeworth's novels, and also on breast re-
construction after a mastectomy, with special reference to Audre Lorde. Part of the work was made public through
an article and a presentation. Fanny Burney's letter on her own experience of a mastectomy was also translated
into Japanese with detailed notes on the text.
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